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University to improve
residence halls

Whittington wants to
bring calming presence
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MEMORIAL DAY

AMERICA SALUTES ITS TROOPS

FUNDING

Illinois still behind
on appropriations
By Rachel Rodgers
News Editor

SETH SCHROEDER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

American flags line Lincoln St. for Memorial Day Monday.

Eastern veteran reflects
on Memorial Day’s meaning
BY NIKE OGUNBODEDE| EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Driving to Chicago with his
wife Jackie in the passenger’s seat,
Blake Leitch observed American
flags and remembered the time
he served in Iraq.
Self-reflection and remembrance is key for veterans and
their families on a day like Memorial Day, Leitch said.

“Veterans do well with remembering it—the veterans who have
been there and the veterans that
are really impacted the most on
Memorial Day remember,” he
said.
Veterans make up 20 percent
of the United States population.
Leitch said he does think the

premise of Memorial Day has escaped the larger population and
is now primarily about getting
time off work and barbecuing.
“I don’t even know if they
know how to reflect and show
appreciation to our veterans,”
Leitch said.

VETERAN, page 5

Similar to this time last summer, as
the end of the fiscal year approaches,
the state owes Eastern about $20 million in appropriations, the university
treasurer said.
At this point last summer, the state
was about $21 million behind on appropriated payments.
The total state appropriation for
Fiscal Year 2011 was about $47.4 million, and the total for FY 12 is about
$46.8 million.
Treasurer Paul McCann said the
percentage owed by the state, a little
more than 40 percent, is about the
same as last year.
He said the state’s last payment to
Eastern was on April 25 for about $5
million.
“We haven’t gotten any information other than they are still planning
on paying the whole amount, but no
indication yet on when that is actually
going to be paid,” McCann said.
The university usually receives payments about a month after the state
receives an influx of funds.
“There are points in time during
the year when the state gets money,
like when income taxes are due and
estimated taxes are paid,” he said.
Sales tax dispersed from the Christmas season also plays a factor. Similar
to last year, the university will manage the cash flow situation by reducing expenditures.
“What we’ve been doing since the
state started getting behind is we have
started to save money, and we have
been fortunate enough that everyone

IN THE MILLIONS

$46.8

FISCAL YEAR 2012 TOTAL STATE
APPROPRIATION

$20

AMOUNT OWED TO EASTERN
FROM THE STATE FOR FY12

$44

PROJECTED APPROPRIATION
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013
has helped around campus,” McCann
said.
“We just need to hold the course
and keep saving what we can where
we can.”
He said he thinks the saving strategy people noticed most was an acrossthe-board 25-percent reduction to the
commodities budget.
In 2011, the commodities budget,
which consists of funds for supplies
such as paper and pencils, was about
$1.5 million.
APPROPRIATION, page 5

MCKINNEY HALL

Renovations creates future housing options
New bathrooms
in McKinney Hall
By Nike Ogunbodede
Editor-in-Chief

Editor’s Note: This is the first installment in a series of articles focused
on projects addressing issues within
University Housing and Dining Services.
Eastern is taking the first step
to having multi-gendered residential floors this summer, gutting the
communal bathrooms in McKinney
Hall and installing centralized private bathrooms in their place, said the
director of University Housing and
Dining Services.
All four floors of McKinney Hall
will have these bathrooms.
“You still come out of your room,
but you go into a private bathroom
across the hall,” Mark Hudson, the

director of University Housing and
Dining Services, said.
He said the privatized bathroom
design will be similar to that of Lincoln Hall, and will allow for possible
assignment flexibility in the future.
“Instead of the floors being all men
or all women, it could allow it to be
multiple genders,” Hudson said.
This plan will not take place during the 2013-2014 school year because the housing assignments were
sent out as same gender by floor.
Nico Canaday, the former EIU
Pride president, said he thinks this
would be the perfect time for Eastern
to implement gender-neutral living.
Canaday, a 2012 Eastern graduate, expressed concern pertaining to
the lack of diverse housing options
for those in the lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender community on campus during a Student Senate meeting
in Fall 2011.
“I think a lot of people weren’t
aware that we even have a (transgender) community on campus,” Cana-

day said. “(Transgenders) don’t even
have a bathroom to use so they feel
comfortable. I thought it was ridiculous that our campus couldn’t even
house them in an appropriate way.”
Universities like Brown University,
the University of Michigan, Princeton
University, University of Chicago and
University of Pennsylvania offer gender-neutral housing for undergraduate students.
All universities have different definitions of gender-neutral housing,
also known as multi-gendered.
“It’s a part of the on going evolution of our physical environments,
but also ways that we can offer flexibility to our residents,” Hudson said.
The University of Michigan has
multiple options defined a genderneutral living including one where
single or double rooms with genderneutral bathrooms in “close proximity,” according to its website.
This will be similar to the system in
McKinney Hall.
According to the Transgender Law

and Policy Institute website, 424 colleges and universities across the United States have “nondiscrimination
policies that include gender identity/
expression.”
The institute also provides the
names of 87 colleges and universities
that include “gender-inclusive housing,” which allow students to live oncampus with roommates of any gender.
Eastern is not on either list, but
does have a gender equity policy, according to the Office of Civil Rights
and Diversity.
Hudson said multiple housing options are constantly being explored.
He said his department is “conceptually” talking about how the residence hall could be used for it in the
future.
“With that, we will talk to hall
council and involve students in that
conversation to figure out the best
way to do it,” Hudson said.
This was the same avenue taken
when housing was considering chang-

ing Thomas Hall to a co-ed residence
hall.
Canaday said he thinks Eastern
would also benefit opening itself up
to different student housing options.
“I think it would be great for Eastern. It’s going to show us off as a very
progressive school with an open environment that is inclusive to everybody,” Canaday said. “It will show
people that Charleston isn’t just a podunk little town in a cornfield, but
that it is a progressive place that wants
to invite a really diverse community.”
Eastern would be able to compete
with other universities, he said.
Hudson agreed.
“The majority of (Illinois State
University) has floors multi-gendered
floors because they have bathrooms
that are separate,” Hudson said. “This
will allow (Eastern) to go in that direction.”
Nike Ogunbodede can be
reached at 581-2812
or ovogunbodede@eiu.edu.
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EIU weather
TODAY

Mostly Sunny
High: 86°
Low: 59°

WEDNESDAY

Mostly Sunny
High: 76°
Low: 51°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.

BLOT TER
At 1:30 a.m. on Thursday, Cody Dolci, 21,
4001 Ivy St., Ventura, Ca., was arrested at Seventh & Roosevelt. He was charged with DUIAlcohol and released at 2:54 a.m. after posting
10 percent of $3,000 bond.
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Will Rogers renovations on hold
Bathroom plans,
vandalism slow
theater's progress
By Tim Deters
Managing Editor

Renovations of the Will Rogers Theatre are currently at a
standstill as floor plans are being
discussed, but co-owner Katie
Troccoli expects to begin work
again within two months.
T h e t h e a t e r, 7 0 5 Mo n ro e
Ave., was opened in 1938 and
closed in November 2010 for financial reasons after AMC Entertainment Inc. bought out
Kerasotes Showplace Theaters,
which owned the Will Rogers at
the time
In November 2011, Ottowa
natives Troccoli, her husband
James and business partner Tim
Burke, bought the theater. All
three operate the Majestic Theatre in Streator.
Troccoli said they are waiting on a second draft of drawings from an architect to discuss
how they will proceed with renovations.
The main issue holding up
work is trying to incorporate
handicapped-accessible bathrooms into the theater, Troccoli said.
As of now, the theater has a
handicapped-accessible bathroom, but it does not fit into
the proposed plans and will
need to be relocated, she said.
“To adequately restore the
Will Rogers to its original glory,
we have to be very careful about

how we proceed,” Troccoli said.
Renovations have also been
delayed by vandalism of one
of four original art deco front
doors. Troccoli said someone
threw a rock and busted the
door’s etched glass in January,
but she is hoping a copy can be
made to replace the damaged
door.
Despite the delays, Troccoli
said she is anxious to begin renovating the theater.
Already, she is planning on
attracting local and national live
performances and hopes to form
her plans around what the community wants.
“It depends on what the community responds to,” she said.
The theater will also feature
films in a 1,000-square-foot auditorium.
While Troccoli said she has
not been surprised by most of
what she has encountered while
inspecting the theater, she was
delighted to find the remnants
of an orchestra pit that once existed below the stage.
However, she said she does
not have plans on restoring the
orchestra pit.
Troccoli said the moment
she is most looking forward to
once renovations are completed is when she can place the letters in the marquee out front
and switch on the lights to display the Will Rogers’ first performance in years.
Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.
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Since closing in 2010 the Will Rogers Theatre has gone largely untouched. Currently the owners, Katie and Jim Troccoli and Tim Burke
of Ottawa, are working on a second draft of the theater's floor plan.
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Zumba classes
will be offered
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The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of Eastern Illinois
University. It is published daily Monday through Friday, in Charleston, Ill.,
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John Downen
Opinions Editor

While most venues in town
closed their doors for Memorial Day, the Charleston Rotary Community Aquatic Center
opened for the summer.
Both Charleston residents and
Eastern students flocked to the
facility for its opening, and according to Gena Brunch, the
Aquatic Facility supervisor, the
pool was busy for Memorial Day
as more than 100 community members came to escape the
heat.
Bunch, who has worked at the
facility for 14 years, said she had

never seen such large crowds on
the first day.
“In my 14 years here, I’ve never seen a line this long,” Bunch
said.
When the pool first opened,
the waiting line extended into
the back of the facility’s parking
lot, she said
Bunch attributes the large
crowds to the heat, as well as
the new summer schedule for
Charleston students.
“The kids got out of school
last week and have had nothing
else to do,” she said. “Since it’s
been so hot out, they were excited to get into the pool.”
While Bunch said those at the
aquatic center are usually local
families, she also said they have
multiple groups of Eastern “regulars.”
She said most students spend
their time in the pool’s north

Check out

dailyeasternnews.com

c o r n e r, n ow n i c k n a m e d t h e
“EIU Corner.”
As for preparation for the
pool’s opening, Bunch said she
brings in a crew early in May to
begin cleaning the pool and getting the deck ready. They begin
filling the pool about a week before opening day.
For those looking to buy passes for the summer, there are a variety of options available.
For a family of four, the price
is $170, with an extra $10 per
family member. For individuals over the age of 10, the cost
is $100.
Those wishing not to purchase full passes can buy one-day
passes for $4. The facility also
sells “punch cards,” which give
$1 discounts for daily passes.
Memorial Day also marked
the start of many of the pool’s
aquatic activities.

Mary Bower, who works at the
facility’s front desk, said they offer a variety of programs.
She said Tuesday and Thursday the pool will have free
30-minute Zumba classes from
5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Bower said exercising in the
pool can be beneficial because it
offers up to 12 times the resistance of normal workouts.
This summer, the pool will offer lifeguard training and a swim
team for those between 5 and
18 years old. They will also have
three sessions of swim lessons
throughout the summer. For
more information on programs,
call 217-345-3233.

Online:
•videos
•blogs

John Downen can
be reached at 581-2812
or jrdownen@eiu.edu.

•podcasts •stories

•sports
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Eastern
experience
starts with
leaders
By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

R ACHEL RODGERS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Larry Weegar, a journeyman concrete finisher, smooths out concrete for constructing a new sidewalk behind the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union
in the Library Quad at about 1 p.m. Thursday. The temperature was about 84 degrees.

University to make improvements
to residence halls over summer
By Rachel Rodgers
News Editor

While most students are away,
the university vamps up its initiative to make improvements in the
residence halls including constructing new sprinkler systems in The Triad and building an elevator in Pemberton Hall.
Mark Hudson, the director of
University Housing and Dining Services, said implementing new sprinkler systems in McKinney, Ford and
Weller halls serves as one of the most
important construction projects in
the residences halls this summer.
The three residence halls are the
last to receive the new sprinkler systems. New automated alarm systems
will also accompany the installation
of the sprinkler systems.
The total installation expenditure

costs $997,788, which was approved
during the Jan. 20 Board of Trustees
meeting.
Eastern began constructing sprinkler systems in the residence halls in
1999, and in 2002, the state enacted the Fire Sprinkler Dormitory Act,
which requires universities to comply with fire-sprinkler standards by
Jan. 1, 2013.
“We are also doing aesthetic upgrades to the ceilings in the hallways
and lobbies along with renovations
to the bathrooms in McKinney,”
Hudson said.
Like Lincoln and Douglas halls,
the bathrooms in McKinney will become privatized containing an individual sink, shower, toilet and mirror, he said.
“The bathroom renovations are
a part of our Campus Master Plan,
where we will renovate bathrooms

across campus,” Hudson said.
They choose what bathrooms to
renovate based on the results of the
yearly residence life student survey
the office sends out, he said.
“The bathrooms were not rated
very high, so we thought it would be
a good opportunity to do two things
at one time,” he said.
Construction will also continue
to transform the old textbook rental building, connected to Pemberton
Hall, into the new Honors College.
Hudson said during the summer,
work will be done for an elevator
shaft in the building, and the elevator will provide access to all of the
floors.
During the April 13 Board of
Trustees meeting, Stephen Shrake,
the associate director of design and
construction in the Facilities, Planning and Management Office, said

the renovations in the old textbook
rental building should be completed
by Summer 2013.
The total cost of the project is
around $3.5 million.
Hudson said they usually paint
about 300 residence-hall rooms in
the summer.
“We evaluate the condition of all
of the rooms on campus, and we
dedicate our efforts to those that
make the ‘bad rooms list,’” he said.
The eighth and ninth floors of
Stevenson Hall will also be carpeted
this summer, Hudson said. After this
summer, all of the suits in Stevenson
Hall will be carpeted.
Rachel Rodgers can
be reached at 581-2812
or rjrodgers@eiu.edu.

State

Illinois lawmakers near finish line
Cuts to Medicaid
key issue in
Quinn’s proposal
By The Associated Press

Illinois lawmakers are beginning to
think they just might — cross your fingers and knock on wood — manage to
pass a tighter budget, overhaul the wobbly Medicaid program, rein in pension
costs and still wrap up the spring legislative session on time.
If they succeed, it could mean a cool
reception for some legislators when they
get back home. The financial packages
include cuts to health care, education
and most other state services. Lawmak-

ers would have to increase cigarette taxes and cut union benefits. Taking money away from local governments might
be part of the final deal, too.
It all amounts to a big election-year
risk. But doing nothing might be an
even bigger political problem, and it
could let the state's financial condition slide from horrible to flat-out disastrous.
The fear of a true budget disaster,
such as Medicaid falling to pieces, is
one reason legislators are on the verge of
dramatic action after years of tinkering
or simply stalling. Credit-rating agencies made clear they would downgrade
the state's already-lousy rating if they
didn't see progress.
MEDICAID

Quinn called for cutting Medicaid
spending by $2.7 billion or risk seeing
the health program collapse entirely.
He and lawmakers didn’t reach his target, but they did come up with a package of service cuts, payment reductions
and tobacco tax increases that would fill
the hole.
Both the House and Senate approved the cuts, despite warnings that
it would mean more suffering and even
death for some of the 2.7 million Illinois residents on Medicaid. “I don’t
know how you all are going to sleep tonight,” Sen. Mattie Hunter, D-Chicago, told her colleagues.
The House, with a mix of Democratic and Republican votes, has also approved the tax increases.
Now the question is what will hap-

pen in the Senate, where Republicans
say they won’t help pass the $1-a-pack
cigarette tax. Senate Democrats have
passed cigarette taxes in the past without any Republican support.
Some Democrats complain that Republicans aren’t doing their share. GOP
senators demand more and more cuts
but don’t offer specific proposals, they
say. Democrats cast painful votes to cut
services, they say, but Republicans won’t
make the same kind of compromise
and support taxes.
“They want to tell you the sky is falling, but they don’t want to help us to
build a shelter,” said Sen. Donne Trotter, D-Chicago.
If the tax bill fails, it would leave an
$800 billion hole in the Medicaid budget.

Upon deciding to attend Eastern,
the next big step for freshman and
transfer students after signing the
dotted line is their Debut Day.
Debut Leaders, consisting of
10 individuals, will spend the day
marching new students around campus, getting them acclimated, gathering their essentials, setting up university accounts and being there to
answer any questions that the curious newcomers and their parents
may have.
Leaders have earned their titles after three stages of interviews aiming
to get to know applicants, test their
problem-solving skills and presentation methods.
Allie Moran, a junior communication studies major, said she signed
on as a Debut Leader because of her
very own Debut Day as a freshman
and has wanted the job since then.
“I put everything into it; 100 percent passionate,” Moran said. “On
my Debut, the leaders reassured all
of my doubts, all of my questions
were answered and they made me
feel so much more comfortable.”
Moran said she is excited to lead
her first group of students Wednesday.
This year’s Debut Leaders trained
two hours per week for the past five
months before beginning the summer’s grind of all-day training, Monday through Friday.
Prep involves games called ‘modules’ and ‘just-in-time’ training,
which prepare the Debut Leaders for
all situations that may appear during the Debut Day and puts them
in good position to handle situations
on-the-fly.
Ben Poznic, a junior biology major, said Debut Leaders try to get
their groups excited for the college
experience.
The 10 Leaders divide into pairs
and circle the campus, completing
the tasks of class registrations, gaining familiarity with facilities, support
services and breaking every now and
then for fun activities.
Angelica Bradley, a senior pre-veterinary medicine major, said she is
not nervous at all about Wednesday’s
first Debut Day.
“[Supervisors] Kim Moock, Cordy
Love and Jenna Day have done a
great job preparing us this summer,” Bradley said. “We learned a lot
about each other, whether its our pet
peeves, how we listen, or how we react to certain situations. Because of
that, we collaborate better and work
better as a Debut staff for our incoming freshman and transfers.”
The Debut Days run from 8 a.m.
to about 2 p.m., culminating with
an optional tour of the campus for
those who have not done so yet.
“I love being involved and interacting with students,” Bradley said.
“As a Debut Leader, I can help new
freshman and transfers with any
questions, concerns or queries that
they may have.”
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Keep the coaching
search in-house
With the search for Eastern’s new women’s
basketball coach almost finished, the university’s
decision has many fans eagerly waiting.
The search, which started earlier this month,
has been condensed to four viable candidates;
Ardie McInelly, Brian Ostermann, Keila Whittington and Lee Buchanan. While each candidate has a respectable history and credentials, we
feel that Eastern should strive to keep the search
in-house.
We believe that every candidate would probably be successful in the head coaching position.
However, as the age-old adage goes, “If it aint
broke, don’t fix it.”
Lee Buchanan has served on the team’s staff
for the last five years, working as the associate
head coach for the last four.
In his time at the university, the team has
boasted a record of 107-55, finishing top three in
the OVC each year, including a first overall place
in 2009-10.
Although those statistics may not necessarily
represent Buchanan as much as they do ex-coach
Brady Sallee, denying Buchanan’s contributions
to such a record would be a discredit to him.
As the team’s associate head coach, Buchanan has had a vitally important role to the team
for the last five years, and their record together is
reflective of that.
In his interview for the position, Buchanan did not express any desires for drastic change
with the team. Instead, he said he would like
to see more substitutions and defense- hardly
extreme ideas.
Apparently, Buchanan sees the team’s current
philosophy as successful. Unlike the three other candidates, Buchanan has enough experience
with the team to understand how it operates.
Unlike those of the other candidates, Buchanan’s ideas for the team are not idealistic or farfetched. Instead, Buchanan hopes to continue
the successes enjoyed by the team. Employing a
new strategy for the game is not necessary, and by
direct result, neither is hiring a new coach.
Buchanan knows the current team. He has
helped recruit many of the girls, and consequently will understand how to recruit in the future.
Buchanan already knows the team’s playbook,
and has most likely fostered good relationships
with his athletes.
Unlike the staff changes that took place in
Eastern’s basketball and football programs, the
need for a new women’s basketball coach is not
desperate, nor is it an attempt to re-build the program.
The team has already enjoyed a very solid record with Buchanan, and bringing in a new
coach could be detrimental to the chemistry of
the team. Because of his experience and history,
Buchanan would hardly disrupt the team.
While the university’s examination of other
options is by all means warranted, the appeal and
glamour of the three other candidates might also
serve as substantial risks.
All three candidates do boast impressive
resumes. However, the university cannot predict
how each both the team and coach would react
to one another.
By employing Buchanan, the university is
assuring at least one thing- the strategy and
chemistry of the women’s basketball team will
not change, and will consequently remain successful.
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This Olympics, I’ll be rooting for Syria
Last week, officials for the 2012 Olympics
announced their intentions to ban any Syrian
officials with connections to the country’s oppressive regime from the London games.
As many might have expected, the Syrian
government was not pleased with the decision;
“If the British government has decided to
ban anyone connected to the regime and to
President Bashar-al Assad… they should ban
all Syrian citizens, because we all support President Assad and support Syria.”
This quote comes from Mowaffak Joma, the
chairman of the Syrian Olympic committee,
and no, it’s not a joke.
At first, I swore it came from the late Kim
Jong Il, what with the blind dedication to one’s
country, the complete and utter denial of any
wrongdoing, the almost humorous assertion of
righteousness- the whole “reasoning” might as
well have been in Korean.
With Kim Jong Il long-gone now, it was
only a matter of time until the world was met
with a new batch of crazy.
I can’t say I’m surprised that the Assad regime recovered North Korea’s fumble… and
they didn’t just recover it, they ran it 90 yards
for the touchdown.
The blatant and overt human rights abuses
that have plagued Syria for decades have finally reached their tipping point, and the international community is taking notice.

John Downen
While Joma’s assertion is undoubtedly ridiculous, as well as representative of the oppression of the Assad regime, it does come with
some silver lining.
The complete denial of wrongdoing is indicative of desperation.
When a government’s grip on the citizenry starts to loosen, they often react with force.
When it unravels altogether, denial is the best
campaign to save face- “What do you mean,
oppression? No no no, everything’s A-OK
here…”
The globalization of media and government
has put the Assad regime on thin ice at the international level, and while most of the world
already knows the horrors occurring within
Syria’s borders, many underdeveloped countries are still ignorant to both Syria and the
Arab Spring altogether.
However, the Olympics have long been a
stage for social and political commentary, and

Syrians would be wise to use the games as a
platform for their cause.
In American culture alone, we’ve seen how
the Olympics can legitimize social and cultural movements. In 1936, we saw Jesse Owens
conquer the racial prejudices of Hitler’s Nazi
regime.
The 1968 Olympics gave us Tommie Smith
and John Carlos’ famous podium protest of racial inequality in the U.S.
The 1980 Olympics in Moscow brought an
international boycott meant to condemn the
1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
In the same way that the 2008 Beijing
Olympics brought the world uncensored protest of China’s communist regime, Syrians will
have the opportunity to draw support and attention to their cause this summer.
The 2012 Olympics could be the first step
towards righteousness for Syria.
Forget basketball, forget the high jump.
Forget the shot put, forget the opening ceremonies.
Forget (momentarily) rooting for hometown
heroes, and let the 2012 Olympics be a stage
for social revolution and political change.
John Downen is a junior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-7942
or at DENopinions@gmail.com
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Making the most of your summer
This, by far, has been my most productive summer.
It’s not the summer where I earn the
most money or perhaps the summer where
I see my friends the most but it’s a summer
where I prepare for my future and I’m doing a better job at it than I have before.
You can probably relate. Chances are if
you’re reading this you’re an Eastern student taking a summer class or two. Maybe you also have a part-time job or an internship in addition to or instead of classes.
In any case you’re probably “stuck in the
chuck” because you have work to do and
while this may not be the most glamorous
place to spend the hottest months of the
year it’s a good place to get work done.
Staying in Charleston was one of the
only ways for me to keep working on a
newspaper. I could actually make a lot
more money working at a restaurant back
home but instead I chose to work at a job
I love.
Maybe it’s a bit of a risk. The extra debt
I’m likely to collect is scary. But while I’m
here I keep doing things that will help with
my future career. I’m getting to do what I
love but I’m also earning experience to help

Seth Schroeder
in the long term.
If you’re feeling trapped in this rural
town, try and remember that you’re probably here for a good reason.
It’s also pretty likely that in your classes,
or your job, or your internship or whatever that you’re accomplishing something for
your future. Be proud of that. Even if it’s
not as much as you would like to be doing it’s a lot more than what you’d be doing
during a lazy summer.
I’d really like to spend all of my time
getting back into video games, cozying up
with the stack of books I’ve been neglecting
for far too long or jumping head first into
the numerous TV shows accumulating on
my Netflix account.
But you know that’s probably not the

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.
They must be less than 250 words.

best thing for me. That would be a lot like
my old summers where I slip into a hermitlike lifestyle. They’re fun in their own way
but they make me forget about the rest of
the world and the people that are out living in it.
Working is one of the ways we get out of
our comfort zones and where we encounter
those life moments that shape us into better people.
It helps us grow, meet new people and
learn from them. Sure there’s not nearly as
many people on campus as there normally are. But that can actually be an excellent
opportunity to meet people outside of your
normal group. You can spend time with
people you may not see as often or people
who are almost entirely new to you.
While it may not be how you prefer to
spend your summer, it might be what you
need. It might be a beneficial and incredibly enjoyable experience. You just have to
let it be that way.
Seth Schroeder is a journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-2812
or DENopinions@gmail.com.

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811
Buzzard Hall.
Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author’s EIU e-mail address
to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Gone Fishin’

TIM DE TERS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Thirteen-year-old Charleston residents Lindsey LeMoine and Erin Hale fish on Monday at Campus Pond. LeMoine and Hale were catching fish to transport to a local creek.

VETERANS, from page 1
But, Memorial Day should not
be the only day that veterans receive
recognition, Leitch said.
“Stop on a daily basis whenever
they see a veteran wearing a (Vietnam War) T-shirt…or license plate
and leave them a little note saying
‘thank you for your service,’” Leitch
said.
Monday was the 50th anniversary.
Leitch spent his Monday morning at two memorial services in
Mattoon.
“It’s definitely a great time to reflect on the guys that I serviced
with—in our unit we lost 15 guys,
and we lost two guys in my platoon that were really close to me,”
he said.
One of Leitch’s friends was killed
in 2005 on Thanksgiving Day leaving behind a wife, mother and a
newborn daughter.
“On Memorial Day, I can’t help
but think of him and what they are
going through on this day and the

pains they go through on a daily basis just to try and fill void that he
left,” he said.
On Sept. 16, Leitch was named
the director of the Student Veterans
of America while also having multiple other organization titles including the vice president of the Student Veterans of Eastern.
Leitch said he hopes to be able
to help student veterans thrive on
Eastern’s campus.
Leitch also started “I Heart Vets,”
a foundation that raises money for
veterans by selling T-shirts.
All of the proceeds will then be
endowed into a scholarship to assist the organization Illinois Combat Wounded Veterans.
“I’ve already raised nearly $5,000
in six months,” he said.
The first scholarship will be given to a veteran at Lake Land College, where Leitch was a student
prior to his enrollment at Eastern.
Another reason Leitch said he
chose Lake Land was because the

necessary amount for a scholarship
endowment is lower at Lake Land.
Leitch, who was deployed to Iraq
in 2005, was a recipient of a Purple
Heart and five Army Accommodation medals.
Just because the war technically
ended on Dec. 15, 2011 does not
mean the battle is over, he said.
“To me the Iraq War might be
over, but there is a war that continues every day with a lot of people
that are struggling with what they
did and what they saw,” he said.
“(They’re) dealing with post-traumatic stress disorders (and) traumatic brain injuries. There are soldiers that have lost a limb.”
The loss will always be there,
Leitch said.
“The scars are still there,” he said.
“We lost a lot of guys over there.”

A Brief History of Memorial Day
•Memorial Day was widely celebrated after the Civil
War
•Originally called Decoration Day.
•It officially became a federal holiday in 1971.
•Memorial Day is celebrated on the last Monday of
May.
•Waterloo, N.Y. was declared the birthplace of Memorial Day in May 1966 by President Lyndon B. Johnson.
Waterloo first
•Waterloo is first celebrated Memorial Day on May 5,
1866.
•In 1968 Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act establishing Memorial Day as the last Monday
in May in order to create a three-day weekend for federal employees; the change went into effect in 1971.
•The law also declared Memorial Day a federal holiday.

Nike Ogunbodede can
be reached at 581-2812
or ovogunbodede@eiu.edu.

--information gathered from history.com

APPROPRIATIONS, from page 1
Before Eastern began saving
to account for the state’s late payments, the commodities budget was
just north of $2 million, McCann
said.
“However, from a dollar standpoint, the thing that they notice is
that we are not replacing people as
fast as what we might have in the
past,” he said. “Since the beginning when we started tracking this,
which was in about 2008, we’ve
been able to reduce staff by a little
more than 100.”
The university also saves money by stretching the time of an expenditure such as waiting five or six
years for a new computer instead of
waiting three years.
Every little bit helps, he said.
“One of the things that I do is
look at almost every single expen-

diture every single day to give it
that second-eyeball look and see if
it is reasonable to spend money on
something,” McCann said. “In general, people have been trained (to
save), and they have done a great
job in supporting the issues we have
internally.”
The total state appropriated budget for FY13 has not yet been released. However, if the amendment
to Senate Bill 2443 passes, Eastern
is looking at a 6-percent reduction
in state appropriations, projected at
about $44.04 million, he said.
McCann said state appropriations reached its peak around 2002.
Rachel Rodgers can
be reached at 581-2812
or rjrodgers@eiu.edu.

Just tell your friend you
embarrassed her
because it was her
birthday...
she’ll understand.

Run a birthday ad in the DEN!

C lassifieds
Help wanted
Night help needed immediately at The
Daily Eastern News. Apply at 1802
Buzzard Hall. Hours vary between
10:00 pm and 2:00 am.
__________________________6/28
Bartending! $250/day potential. No experience necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext 239
__________________________6/28

For rent
5 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM HOUSE ON
12TH CLOSE TO CAMPUS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER, DISHWASHER. $350/PERSON. (217) 276-8191.
PILOT410@HOTMAIL.COM
__________________________5/31
Now leasing 3-4 bedroom townhouse
close to campus and the bookstore.
Trash included. Call 217-276-6518
__________________________5/31
1515 11th 3 bedroom for 3 $250 each.
Call 549-7031
__________________________5/31
FALL 2012-VERY NICE 4 & 5 BEDROOM
HOUSE ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUDED. (217) 549-9348.
__________________________5/31
NICE 2 BR APTS 2001 S. 12th ST & 1305
18th ST. Stove, frig, microwave, Trash
pd. 217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________5/31
2BR APTS, 955 4th ST. Stove, frig, microwave, dishwasher. Garage. Water &
Trash pd. 217-348-7746 www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________5/31
DELUXE 1 BR APTS. 117 W. Polk, 1306
Arthur Ave. Stove, frig, microwave,
Dishwasher, washer/dryer. Trash pd.
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________5/31
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 and up. Renting now for summer. 217-348-7746
__________________________5/31
1 bedroom apartment East of campus.
217-345-5832, rcrrentals.com
__________________________5/31
3 bedroom 2 bath, NEW with W/D,
dishwasher, very close, must see
217-345-9595 EIUStudentRentals.com
___________________________6/5
INEXPENSIVE $285/MO /person! ALL
LARGE RMS: 5 BDRMS, KIT, LR. NEW
CARPET, 1 BLOCK FRM CAMPUS, YARD,
OFF-ST. PKG. 549-2528.
___________________________6/7
ONLY $285/MO /person-NEW CARPET,
GREAT LOCATION NEAR LANTZ,
GRASSY YARD, OFF-ST. PARK. 3
BDRMS., KIT., LR. 549-2528.
___________________________6/7
House for rent. 4th & Taylor. 4-5 bedroom, 2 full bath, 2 half baths, W/D, refrigerator. Stove included. Rent will
discuss. 618-670-4442
___________________________6/7
Now Renting for Fall 2012 4 bedroom.
Rent now and get 1 month free.
Call 345-2467.
__________________________6/14
Fall 2012 Nice 3 bedroom house on 9th
just 3 blocks from campus. Large back
yard, W/D, dishwasher, lawncare provided. 217-690-4976.
__________________________6/14
AVAILABLE FOR 8/2012. 2 & 3 bdr.
townhouses. 2 1/2 baths, w/d, dishwasher, Call 217-345-3754
__________________________6/21
Fall 2012- Affordable- Large, Beautiful,
and Spacious 2 BR Unfurnished Apt. on
the Square over Z's Music. Trash and
Water Incl. - Low Utilities- All New Appliances and Flooring- Laundry OnSite- No pets- Apply 345-2616
__________________________6/28

For rent
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. Over
20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________6/28
2BR apt 1/2 block to Lantz includes cable, internet @ $325/person.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor
__________________________6/28
3BR split-level for 3@$330 plus utilities.
Lots of room, 2 car garage, w/d, dishwasher, a/c. www.woodrentals.com.
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor,
345-4489.
__________________________6/28
1 person apt. includes cable, internet,
water, trash @$440/month.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor
__________________________6/28
4-6 bedroom 2 bath house, 1521 S.
2nd, w/d, a/c, $300 each 549-3273
__________________________7/19
Renting NOW! 1,2,&3 bedrooms, Park
Place, Royal Heights. Close to campus!
www.tricountymg.com. 348-1479
__________________________7/19
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS. NICE! GREAT LOCATION.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE INCLUDES WATER, TRASH. 217-549-5624
__________________________7/19
ECONOMICAL! One bdrm loft apt. Furnished. $385/month. 1508 1/2 First St.
School year 2012-13. Call Jan
345-8350.
__________________________7/19
FALL '12-'13: 1,2, & 3 BR APTS. BUCHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR CALL
345-1266.
__________________________7/19
NOW AVAILABLE! 1 BR APTS 3 BLOCKS
FROM CAMPUS BUCHANAN STREET
APTS 345-1266
__________________________7/19
House for rent. 4 bedroom, 2 bath.
345-1266
__________________________7/19
1 Bedroom Apartments. North of stadium. Spacious. $410. 345-1266
__________________________7/19
ATTENTION GRAD & SERIOUS STUDENTS NEW STUDIO & NEW 1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS!! Available August 2012. 3 blocks from campus on
Garfield Avenue. 217-348-8249
www.ppwrentals.com
__________________________7/19
WWW.PPWRENTALS.COM OR 217-3488249
__________________________7/19
Call today for specials!! Renting 3 & 4
(available now). 1812 9th; 1205 Grant 3
BR apartment. 348-0673/ 549-4011.
www.sammyrentals.com
__________________________7/19
On campus. 2 bath house for rent for
2-4 students at 1526 3rd St. C/A, W/D.
Large private backyard. Trash included. 549-5402
__________________________7/19
THREE/TWO BEDROOM HOUSES, 1210
3RD TWO BEDROOM TWO BATH
APARTMENTS 1026 EDGAR $250/
MONTH 549-4074 345-3754
__________________________7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 2 and 3 bedroom, 2
bath apartments located right behind
McHughes. $275-$350/person.
myeiuhome.com, 217-493-7559
__________________________7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 1,2,3,4,5,6 bedroom houses, townhouses, and apartments. All excellent locations. Some
pet friendly. $275-$350/person.
217-493-7559, www.myeiuhome.com
__________________________7/19
Apartments for fall. 1,2 & 3 Bedroom.
Closet to EIU. Furnished & Unfurnished. Locally owned and managed.
No Pets! Call 217-345-7286
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________7/19
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For rent
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
2012. GREAT LOCATIONS, REASONABLE RATES, AWESOME AMENITIES.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APARTMENT
SHOWING 345-5022.
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
__________________________7/19
3 Bedroom house, 1705 11th, Furnished, 217-235-0405 or 273-2048, Garage, washer, dryer, dishwasher, clean
__________________________7/19

Edited by Will Shortz
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With 10-Across and the
circled letters, a best-selling
novel, with “The”
Excavation find
See 1-Across
Environs
Musical exercise
Start of a legal memo
Heroine of 1-/10-Across, etc.
Ballpark fig.
It’s found in stacks
One taking a gander?
Bygone muscle cars
The King’s middle name
Horror film sound
Zero personality?
“___ is human”
Kipling’s “___ Din”
Tango requirement
During
It’s to your advantage
“Little piggies”
Actor Cariou
TV doctor Sanjay
Old photo tint
Silicon Valley city
1940s Bikini blasts, for short
Cause for calling in the
National Guard
Takes to court
Not flighty
Lead-in to boy or girl

54
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63

Has been
Hero of 1-/10-Across, etc.
God of war and magic
English Romantic poet
William
Canal of song
Part of a pool
Author Larsson of
1-/10-Across, etc.
There’s no “I” in it, they say
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Air force?
Rainbow goddess
Relaxation
Experimentation station
Seized again
Spirit of a people
One of the seven deadly sins
Gilbert and Sullivan princess
Cartoon frame
Actress Ryder
Prefix with China
Number of Los Lonely Boys
“Take this”
Fragrant compound
Public place in Athens
Encircle
Sleeper’s problem
Armory grp.
Conk out
Prefix with -pathy
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PUZZLE BY ADAM G. PERL
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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No. 0424

41
43
44

Ones holding their horses?
Boots
Some sports car features
“You ___ to yourself …”
Some Spanish flowers
“The ___ and Other Recent
Discoveries About Human
Sexuality” (1982 best seller)
Self starter?
Perturbs, with “off”
Dance movement
Porterhouse, for one
1906 Massenet opera based
on Greek myth
Mace source

46

Feed, as a fire

47

Factor in an air quality rating

48

Beach washer

49

Similar (to)

50

Jai ___

51

Something a police
informant might wear

52

Where Indians live

53

Stern’s opposite

55

Figure watchers’ figs.

56

Deli order, for short

57

Animal doc

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit card,
1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday crosswords
from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit nytimes.com/
mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Don’t let the summer heat bring you down ...
Cool down & advertise with The DEN instead!
Receive 20% off your ad when you run
every Tuesday & Thursday for the summer!
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Let students know
by advertising in our
Classifieds section!

To place an ad
with us ...
Call 581-2812
Monday - Thursday
9 am - 4 pm

Get them move-in ready!
To advertise, call ...

581-2812

SPORTS

T U E S DAY, M AY 29, 2012

T H E DA I LY E ASTE R N NEWS

D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M

N o. 153, V O LU M E 96

State

IHSA, from page 8

Sale has 15 strikeouts,
White Sox beat Rays
By The Associated Press

Chris Sale nearly made White Sox
history in a dominating victory.
Sale struck out a career-high 15,
Adam Dunn hit a two-run homer and
Chicago extended its winning streak
to six games with a 2-1 victory over
the Tampa Bay Rays on Monday.
"A special day ... it was awesome,"
said Sale, who is from nearby Lakeland. "It's nice, especially growing up
and being kind of a Tampa Bay Rays
fan. My uncle brought me here to the
first game. It was the day after my
birthday."
Sale (6-2) gave up one run, three
hits and walked two in 7 1-3 innings
while finishing one strikeout shy
of the team record. Jack Harshman
struck out 16 against Boston on July
25, 1954.
"I didn't know what the record
was," Sale said. "That's something I'm
not really worried about. I knew I had
quite a few there late in the game, but
it's the same thing just like any other day. You go out there and you try
not to focus on all the external stuff
that might get in the way of you doing your job."
Sale struck out his 15th batter, Jose
Molina, with a runner on third and
two outs in the seventh. He retired
his final batter, Rich Thompson, on a
grounder to lead off the eighth.
"You know what, that guy could
have punched out a lot of teams 15
times," Tampa Bay manager Joe Maddon said. "His stuff was that good.
The entire package, what he did, was
good. A lot of awareness out there."
The 15 strikeouts was the most ever

by one pitcher at Tropicana Field.
"He's special," White Sox manager Robin Ventura said. "I think that's
what you're seeing is him being able
to kind of manage the game and go
for a strikeout and get ahead and all
of those things."
After Jesse Crain got the final two
outs in the eighth, Addison Reed
pitched the ninth for his fifth save
and complete a three-hitter.
Chicago took a 2-1 lead during the
sixth when Gordon Beckham singled
and scored on Dunn's 16th homer.
Dunn has gone deep 11 times in May.
"You get some guys on and he can
do a lot of damage," Ventura said. "It
was just one of those that he hits perfect, and he probably didn't even feel
it. He hit it that good."
Matt Moore (1-5) allowed two
runs and four hits over seven innings
for Tampa Bay. The left-hander, who
given up 19 runs over 19 2-3 innings
in his previous four starts, struck out
10 and walked one.
"That's two of the best young
pitchers that have come through in a
long time," Dunn said. "You had to
kind of focus and not get caught up
in what they were doing. Those two
guys are something special, man. For
sure."
The White Sox had scored at least
nine runs in each of their previous
four games.
Chicago's Paul Konerko, who had
his average drop four point to .395,
went 1 for 4. He flared an oppositefield single to right during the ninth
that extended his hitting streak to 14
games.

WHITTINGTON, from page 8
She said Eastern has been allowing the opposing team to score an
average of 61 points a game, and
she wants to get that number to
around 50.
To do this, Whittington said she
wants to help build a mental toughness in the players, as well as a commitment to win the championships.
In order to score more points,
Whittington said she wants the
team to shoot more three-point
shots. She said even though these
shots are harder to make, the Panthers will be able to make followup shots because they are the second-best rebound team in the con-

ference.
“That shows desire, heart and effort,” Whittington said.
She said she has often recruited from the Midwest and is familiar with the area. She also said she
would want to get the entire team
and staff involved in the Charleston
community.
“It’s about team. I won’t do this
alone,” Whittington said. “Everybody who is a part of our program
is a part of our team.”
Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

OSTERMANN, from page 8
He said he wants to recruit players largely from Illinois and Missouri but also thinks there is a
strong connection to Indiana.
“I think I’m a great recruiter,”
Ostermann said. “Rich, poor, black,
white, north, south, different countries, it doesn’t matter.”
He said he wanted to develop a
strong program for many years and
to build not just a championship
team but also a legacy team.
“We need to get to a place where
we believe we are going to win a
championship,” Ostermann said.
“Then from there we are going to
a place of knowing we are going to
win.”
His team at Texas Christian
reached the first round of the
NCAA Division I tournament in
2009 and 2010 and the first round
of the women’s National Invitation
Tournament in 2011.
Ostermann has coached sev-
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eral men’s teams, serving as head
coach at Missouri West Plains from
2004 to 2008 and Colby Community College from 1999 to 2004.
He has also been an assistant coach
of both men’s and women’s teams.
He said making the switch from
men’s to women’s basketball was a
great move for him and was a great
coaching opportunity.
He said that while there are differences in coaching men and women, he wants any team he coaches,
regardless of age or gender, to form
a sense of family and togetherness
that cannot always be explained.
“The key to success is who you’re
surrounded by,” Ostermann said.
“People on your team all have to be
on the same page.”
Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

Locally, Colin Carver, a senior from
Casey-Westfield High School, pulled
the upset over Marlon Britton of Leo
High School in the 110-meter hurdles,
by four-tenths of a second (14.65).
Even closer was the 3A 110-meter
hurdles match-up, with Derrick Willies, a junior from Rock Island High
School, defeating Rashad Hulbert, a senior at Crete-Monee High School, by
only 0.001 seconds with wind at 2.8
miles per hour (14.012).
The fastest time came from 2A
champ Allen Spencer, a senior from
Mt. Vernon High School, running
a 13.97. Class 1A Monticello High
School snagged a couple events on the
quick legs of Steve Schroeder, who took
the 3200-meter championship and anchored the 4x800 relay team.
Burlington Central High School
took the 2A competition with a time
of 7:48:31, and Chicago Lane High
School took the 3A competition with
the day’s best time of 7:47, anchored by
a strong effort from senior Lucas Beltran.
In the speediest events, Dontae Pryor of Kewanee High School took the
100-meter dash with a time of 10.61,
followed by Jacksonville’s Reggie Bratton in 2A with a 10.63 and Tavaris Binion out of Hinsdale South High School
ran a 10.53— the fastest time of the
day—for the 100-meter dash 3A division.
Pryor also won the 1A Long Jump at
23-0.75. His counterpart in 2A, Galesburg’s Travon Diggins, won with 2203.00. Topping them both was 3A
Long Jump champ Zach Gordon, a
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Chase Black, a Charleston High School sophomore pole vaulter, looks on
while he finds relief from the sun Friday in Lantz Arena at the IHSA 2012
Track and Field State Finals.

junior out of Wheaton North High
School with a 24-00.50, with less wind
than all other competitors (0.1 mph).
Josh Freeman, a senior from 3A
Cary-Grove High School, hoisted his
best shot put to 66 feet, the best of the

day, followed by Josh Augusta from
Peoria with 61-05.75 and Adam Weidner (57-10.75).
Joshua Bryant can
be reached 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL COACH SEARCH

Whittington wants
to bring calming
presence to team
Wants to build
mental toughness,
stronger defense
By Seth Schroeder
Photo Editor

The fourth and final candidate to
interview for the women’s basketball head coaching position said she
wants to make herself accessible to
as much of the team as possible.
Keila Whittington is currently
the assistant coach for the women’s
basketball team at Oregon. During
an open session Friday, Whittington said the first problem she would
want to solve as coach is getting the
players to believe in her.
She said she would earn the players' trust by having them get to
know her and showing how much
she cares. She said she has been
coaching for 25 years.
“I really don’t believe you stay in
this profession for that long without
loving it,” she said.
Whittington said the team’s relationship is crucial and she would
help struggling players by staying
collected during a game.
She said some of the most successful head coaches she has worked
for have had a calming presence.
“I don’t curse,” Whittington said.
“I don’t go off yelling and screaming
all the time.”
She said she is a teacher first, and

Brian Ostermann, the third of four
candidates to interview for Eastern’s
women’s head basketball coach, wants
to bring a family atmosphere to the
team.
Ostermann is currently the associate head coach of the women’s basketball team at Texas Christian University.
Keila Whittington, assistant women’s coach for Oregon, interviewed
from 11:30 a.m. to noon Friday in
the Club Room of Lantz Arena.
During an open session Thursday,
Ostermann said fun for the players is
his No. 1 concern and he wants his
players to show enthusiasm and effort
before execution.
“Hopefully we can get to execution,” Ostermann said. “Lack of effort
is never tolerated.”
He said the team would talk very
little about winning and that winning
would be the result of the things they
practiced every day.
“We can’t always control the result,” Ostermann said. “The No. 1
thing is fun, but last time I checked,

RACE TO THE FINISH

the most
important
thing is to
make sure
the students are
growing.
“I’m
not just
building
student
athletes
on the
KEIL A WHIT TINGTON
basketball court,” Whittington said. “I’m
building students that will go on to
dream and lead productive lives.”
She said she has been researching the team, and she thinks Eastern is a perfect opportunity for her
to make a difference.
Whittington said there are a lot
of areas where Eastern can still grow
and ways for the team to consistently win conference championships.
“I’m not a mediocrity type of
person,” Whittington said. “There
are ways to always get better.”
She said she has an up-tempo coaching style and likes scoring with fast breaks and quick-hitting players with every player on the
team scoring.
Whittington said she wants a
strong defense first and foremost
and that it will lead to a strong offense. For defense, she said she
mostly uses man-to-man but uses
zone as well for special situations.
WHITTINGTON, page 7

Ostermann wants
to build legacy
through fun
By Seth Schroeder
Photo Editor

8

not winning ain’t
fun.”
Ostermann said
that while
Eastern’s
women’s
basketball team
is good,
improvements can
BRIAN OSTERMANN
be made
to make the team great.
He said he wants to work on the
defense’s fundamentals and to build
a defense that is tough and aggressive
but not overly aggressive. Ostermann
said he wants to force other teams to
take shots and limit them to only one
shot. He said he has won with pressing before, he does not believe in it.
Ostermann said he coaches offense
with a style that is up-tempo and gives
the players a lot of freedom.
Ostermann said he would want
to work on free throws and to find
a shooter who can be a three-point
threat.
OSTERMANN, page 7
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Marlon Britton, a Leo Catholic High School-Chicago junior, finishes first in the Class 1A 4X100 meter relay Saturday in Lantz Arena at Eastern Illinois University in Charleston at IHSA 2012 Track and Field State
Finals. Leo Catholic High School-Chicago finished with a time of 42.76 seconds.

Eastern hosts 120th IHSA
Boys Track and Field Finals
Chicago Leo, Cahokia,
Lake Park high schools
take top honors in finals
By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

On a day where temperatures on the surface of
O’Brien Field exceeded 100 degrees, the state’s athletes
did their best to maintain their poise and hydration at
the 120th IHSA Boys Track & Field State Finals on Saturday.
Plenty of hurdles came crashing down, runners
pulled up with cramps, relays involved spills and the sun
beat down on runners' backs and exhaustion-ridden faces.
Chicago’s Leo High School was the most successful
team in all events overall in Class 1A, Cahokia High
School took glory in 2A, and Lake Park High School
in 3A.
Cahokia totaled the highest number of points, 67,
out of all three classes.
The lone record broken on the day came from Jacksonville High School, with a 41.67 time in the 4x100
meter relay.
Two Chicago teams, Leo High School in 1A and
Dunbar Vocational High School in 3A, took home their
4x100 titles with times of 42.76 and 41.92 respectively.
IHSA, page 7

IHSA Boys Track & Field State Finals
4x800 Meter Relay
Monticello
8:01.08

4x200 Meter Relay
Tuscola
1:28.79

4x100 Meter Relay
Chicago (Leo)
42.76

400 Meter Dash
Dan Farmer,
Johnston City
49.25

3200 Meter Run
Steve Schroeder,
Monticello
9:39.10
110 Meter Hurdles
Colin Carver, Casey
(C.-Westfield)
[Coop] 14.65
100 Meter Dash
Dontae Pryor,
Kewanee (H.S.)
10.61
800 Meter Run
Eric Leonard,
Niantic (Sangamon
Valley) 1:54.61

300 Meter Hurdles
Colin Carver,
Casey (C.Westfield) [Coop]
38.71
1600 Meter Run
Grant Nykaza,
Beecher
4:18.34
200 Meter Dash
Dan Farmer,
Johnston City
22.37
4x400 Meter Relay
Aurora (A.
Christian)
3:24.15

